
A Message From Ms. Mary 
The start of this school year has been filled with smiles, learning, and joy. It has been exciting to 
see our students embrace their new classes and routines while eagerly exploring the many 
interesting topics they have been learning about. 

In honor of our country’s 250th birthday, students have been learning about America’s amazing 
National Parks during STEM classes. They have even had the opportunity to Zoom with Park 
Rangers from Yellowstone! In music classes, students are learning patriotic songs that teach 
about our country, its unique landforms, and the many animals that make America such a special 
place. 

Our Parent Association has also been busy spreading the word about ways families can volunteer 
and support our school. They have made excellent plans for the year, and we are especially 
excited about tomorrow night’s Scene on the Green, featuring food from Bill’s Grill, Bingo, and 
The Secret Life of Pets. We will also be kicking off our 9th Annual Wildcat Fund. You can read 
more about that on page 2.  It is sure to be a fun evening, and we hope you will join us as we 
continue building a strong and connected McGinnis Woods community. 

Please also be sure to sign up for a Parent/Teacher Conference. Signup Genius links have been 
sent, so we encourage you to choose the time that works best for you to meet with your child’s 
teacher. Our partnership with you is one of the many things that makes McGinnis Woods so 
special. 

We are also excited to announce that we will celebrate International Night this year! Please save 
the date and plan to join us for this wonderful evening as we explore China, Mexico, Germany, 
India, Denmark, South Korea, and Italy. Each country will highlight unique facts, clothing, a 
hands-on activity, and small food samplings. International Night will take place on Wednesday, 
October 7, from 6:00–7:30 p.m. 

Finally, our team is thrilled about the recent news that McGinnis Woods has been Accredited 
with Merit by Cognia. We continually strive to be the very best we can be for our students and 
school community, and we are grateful for the trust you place in us each day. 

Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s care and learning. Here’s to a fantastic school year! 

Ms. Mary 

Inspiring Students with  
the Passion to Excel 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

9-18 
Scene on the Green 6:00pm 

Wildcat Fund Kickoff! 

9-21 

Wildcat Wea Day 
1st-4th Project Showcase  

and  
5th-8th Tech Fair Kickoff! 

9-22 
5th-8th Field Trip to  
Georgia Aquarium 

Volleyball vs. Cliff Valley 

9-23 

2nd Field Trip to 
At Barn 

PreK-8th Picture Day 
Tech Fai Parent Meeting 

 

9-24 
PreK-8th Picture Make-Up 

Day 
Soccer at Swift 

9-28 Volleyball at Davis 

9-29  

Schol Store Open 
K-8th Keep Forsyth Beautiful 

Guest Speaker 
Citizen of the Month Lunch 
Soccer at Atlanta Academy 

9-30 
Project Showcase and Tech 
Fair Approval Forms Due 
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McGinnis Woods  
Mission Statement 
Our mission is to provide  

superior  academics 

through hands-on  
approaches, which foster 
self confidence and self 

esteem that inspire a  life-

The latest buzz . . .  

A Message From Ms. Mary
 ............. 1 

Field Trip of the Month......... 

 ............. 1 

Wildcat Chat

 ............. 2 

Afternoon Discovery  
Clubs Spotlight
 ............. 2 

PA Board Update ................. 

 ............. 3 

Beta Club News
 ............. 3 

Preschool Corner ................. 
 ............. 4 

September 2026 Volume 20 Issue 1      

The latest buzz . . .  

PA Update…………….…...….….2 

Preschool Corner…………........3 

Wildcat Chat…....……….…....... 4 

Science Olympiad...…..…….….5 

Words of the Month……….…... 5 

Discovery Clubs……..……….... 6 

Parents Night Our…......…..……6 

Wildcats Cup………………........7 

Second Grade Team...…….…...8 

Musicals ae Underway…….......9 

Tech Fai is Coming……………..9 

Student Council…………...…...10 

Jr. Beta Club News….......….....11 

1st Grade Trip……….…………..11 

Ms. Lauren, Specialist..…........12 

STEM and Our 250th…………..12 

Buddy Classes and More….....13 

Robotics……….…….….…...….13 

Ms. Caitlan, Spanish……....…..14 

Ms. Tanya, Art…………………..14 

Photos…………………………....16 



Parent Association Update 

Hello and Welcome!  
The Parent Association is excited for another school year, and we are grateful for each opportunity that allows 
us to bring joy to our kiddos, staff and teachers at the Woods! This year we have a host of events and are look-
ing for parent support.  
We started the year off with our first Teacher Treat, a Panera Bread breakfast, to welcome our teachers back 
to school. Next up, we have our September Spirit Month with Noblesse Nails and Spa, the school will re-
ceive 15% of proceeds if you mention McGinnis Woods School.  
Also in September, we are hosting the Scene on the Green event, which is a great ice breaker for families 
wanting to meet other families while playing Bingo, enjoying food and finishing the evening with a fun movie. 
Starting, Friday, September 18, 2026, we kick-off the Wildcat Fund, this is our 9th year, where we set tangi-
ble goals based on classroom needs and this year we are excited to announce in addition to our short-term 
goals, we set a multiyear goal to add a practice field on campus for our middle school sports program! We are 
inviting all families, friends, and alumni to participate in helping The Woods meet their goals! Join us in mak-
ing the 2026 - 2027 school year Amazing for all!  
Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6pm EST in the school lunchroom.  
As Always, a big Thank You to our PA Board Members: Steven Boos, President, Gretchen Cummins, 
Vice President, Nsharra Gross, Secretary, Stephanie Fernandez, Special Events 

If you have questions email pa@mcginniswoods.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preschool Corner 
At McGinnis Woods School, learning begins as early as our infants and continues to grow as 
they move through each stage of development. Our teachers provide developmentally ap-
propriate academics through hands-on experiences, sensory exploration, social interactions, 
and classroom activities that build upon the skills children are learning each day. 
 

Our Infants are learning through sensory experiences such as painting, exploring colors and 
textures, and socially interacting with their friends during playtime. These simple experienc-
es help develop fine motor, cognitive, communication, and early social skills. 

 

Our Toddlers are being introduced to Spanish through simple words, songs, and 
repetition. Hands-on sensory activities focus on color recognition and mixing 
colors together to create a new color. Our Older Toddlers are expanding these 
skills through sequencing activities, following directions, and learning to com-
plete simple steps in order. 
 

Our Preschool children are involved in color recognition 
and following directions while developing cognitive skills 
through shape and size recognition. They also have oppor-
tunities for peer interactions with our Elementary children during reading time and work 
together with their classmates to create classroom projects, building cooperation, com-
munication, and teamwork. 
 

From Infants through Preschool, each experience at 
McGinnis Woods Preschool is another step toward 
building a strong foundation for learning. Through ex-
ploration, hands-on academics, social experiences, and 
meaningful play, our children are developing the confi-

dence, independence, and skills they will continue to build upon as they grow. 
Be sure to tell your friends and family about our wonderful preschool pro-
gram!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wildcat Chat by Coach Ricky 
 

We are excited to see the continued growth of our athletics programs, and this year has been no exception!  
 

Boys Soccer Update  
 

Coming off of a Division III runner-up finish last season, our Boys Soccer Team 
has retooled and is excited for another opportunity to compete for a division ti-
tle. This year’s team is led by Padraig Gallivan and Alexander Grantham, along 
with a strong group of upperclassmen that includes five 8th graders who bring 
valuable experience and leadership to the field.  
 

The Wildcats also welcomed eight new play-
ers to the program this season. With a great 
mix of returning experience and new talent, 

the team has continued to improve each week as players learn to work to-
gether and find their roles on the field. That growth was on display this week 
as the Wildcats opened MAAC Division III play with an impressive 4–0 vic-
tory over Mill Springs Academy. The strong start has the team excited to 
continue building momentum as they work toward another postseason run.  
 

Girls Soccer Update  
 

Our Girls Volleyball Program continues to reach new heights, with a record 
18 participants this season. Our A-Team is led by experienced returning 
players Noam Kayakov, Gabby Greene, and Meredith Monnell, who have 
helped provide leadership and consistency on the court. Combined with 
several key new additions, the team has continued to build chemistry and 
improve with each match. After strong finishes in their first two Division 
III matchups, the Wildcats currently sit as the #1 seed heading into the Di-
vision III playoffs and are working toward another opportunity to compete 
for a division championship.  
 

The future is also bright for our B-Team, which welcomed nine new players 
this season. The team continues to improve each week and recently earned an exciting 2–1 victory over The 
Howard School!  
 

Stay tuned-in to the McGinnis Woods app for more information on volley-
ball and soccer and come cheer on our Wildcats as they chase a champion-
ship! If you have a passion for sports and enjoy working with children, we 
are always looking for volunteer coaches and assistants for our winter 
sports. Please contact Ricky Gross for more information at 
rgross@mcginniswoods.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go Wildcats! 
 

 



Science Olympiad Team Practices for Competition   
Science Olympiad is a national STEM competition 
that brings the excitement of science, technology, en-
gineering, and math to life through hands-on challeng-
es and friendly competition. For our elementary Sci-
ence Olympiad team, it's a chance for young learners 
to explore big ideas — from physics and biology to 
engineering and earth science — in a fun, team-based 
environment that feels more like an adventure. 
Students compete in a variety of events, each testing a 
different skill: building a bridge that holds the most 
weight, identifying rocks and minerals, designing a 
simple machine, or racing against the clock in a sci-
ence trivia challenge. Some events focus on hands-on 
building and problem-solving, while others reward 
quick thinking and teamwork. Last year our team 
placed in 7 events and took home a first-place medal 
for barge-building. Our team has already been work-               

             ing to prepare for our competition in the spring of 
             2027. 

 

The Word of the Month Impacts Each Day 
Developing strong character in our students is an essential part of the McGinnis 
Woods curriculum. Each morning, students begin the day with a “Thought for the 
Day” centered on our monthly character trait. This character word is then reinforced 
throughout the school day in classrooms and during weekly counseling classes. 

Many of our students make a conscious effort to live out the character word each 
month, recognizing the importance of treating others the way they would like to be 
treated. These daily reminders help students think about their choices, their words, 
and the way they interact with others. 

Our character word for August was Creativity, which was a fantastic focus as we be-
gan a new and exciting school year. During September, our word of the month is 
Friendship. Each month, we share a working definition of our character trait. For 

September, friendship is defined as “using your words and actions to show others you care.” 

Throughout the month, students hear meaningful thoughts, pithy phrases, and real-life examples that help 
bring the character word to life. Often, these examples are drawn from familiar stories and culture. One recent 
Thought for the Day focused on the friendship between Buzz Lightyear and Woody from the Toy Story series. 
Another encouraged students to think about friendship through metaphors, such as, “Friendship is like a four-
leaf clover — rare and unique.” 

Helping the character word “stick” and become part of our students’ daily lives is an important goal of our 
curriculum and school culture. We want our students to grow into people of strong character who use their 
gifts, words, and actions to make a positive impact on the world around them. 



There’s always something new to discover at McGinnis 
Woods! 

Our Discovery Clubs are in full swing, and our students are having so much fun exploring new interests, learn-
ing new skills, and spending time with their friends. This session, students are getting creative with Slime 
Time and Bedazzle Club, putting their problem-solving skills to work in Jr. Robotics, LEGO Challenge, 
STEM, and Chess, and discovering their inner chefs in Jr. Cooking, Culinary Creations, and Ice Cream Club. 
Students can also slow down and get creative with Crochet Club. 
 

We are so thankful for our amazing teachers - Ms. Wendy, Ms. Abby, Mr. Daniel, Ms. Jacquie, Ms. Angela, 
Ms. Liz, Ms. Amy, Ms. Felicity, and Ms. Dajla—for sharing their time, talents, and passions with our students. 
 

Discovery Clubs are all about trying something new, having fun, and discovering something you love. This 
session will run through October 9th, and a new Discovery Club session will begin on October 26th! We can't 
wait to see what our students discover next! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents Night Out is Always a Blast! 
 

Our Back to School Parents Night Out was a wonderful success! On Friday, August 28, we 
welcomed a group of happy children for an evening filled with fun, creativity, laughter, and 
plenty of smiles. 

The children enjoyed outdoor play, made their very own pizzas, and 
then added a sweet treat to the evening by creating delicious Cake-pops 
with their own special touches. They were a big hit! 

After dinner, the fun continued with exciting relay races. To end the 
evening, students had the choice of relaxing with a movie or playing 
games on their iPads. It was a fun-filled night, and we loved watching 
the children enjoy time together, build friendships, and make special 
memories. 

Join us for our next Parent’s Night Out on Friday, September 25! Sign up forms have been 
sent home. 



The Race for the Wildcat Cup is on! 
The 2026–2027 school year is off to an exciting start in Middle School! Each year, our 5th–8th grade students 
join or continue as members of one of five houses as they compete for the coveted Wildcat Cup. The house 
system is a favorite Middle School tradition and gives students opportunities to build friendships, show leader-
ship, demonstrate strong character, and cheer one another on throughout the year. 
 

Our five houses are: 
 

Humilitas — Humility 

Represented by the color gray and the symbol of the dwennimmen 

 

Integritas — Integrity 

Represented by the color dark blue and the symbol of the torch 

 

Fortis — Courage 

Represented by the color orange and the symbol of the feather 
 

Servimus — Service 

Represented by the color green and the symbol of the serpent 
 

Sapientia — Wisdom 

Represented by the color purple and the symbol of the Nyansapo 

 

The competition is already heating up! Students have been earning house 
points for excellence in character, academics, teamwork, and school spirit. 
House Integritas has taken an early lead with an impressive 445 points so far 
this year! 
 

Middle School students also kicked off the year with their first field trip during the very first week of classes. 
After returning to campus, they enjoyed their first social of the year — an ice cream social! Students had a 
wonderful time mixing, mingling, and spending time with friends from all of the 5th–8th grade classes. Middle 
School socials are a great way for students to connect with classmates they may not see every day and help 
build a strong sense of community across the grades. 
 

We are looking forward to a fun, competitive, and meaningful year in Middle School as our Wildcats learn, 
lead, serve, and grow together! 
 



Making a Splash in Second Grade!  
 

We love when our McGinnis Woods families share their school experi-
ence with others! If you know a family who is looking for a warm, nur-
turing, and engaging school community for infants through 8th grade, we 
encourage you to tell them about McGinnis Woods. As a thank you, cur-
rent families will receive a $200 referral fee once a new family enrolls. 
Your kind words and personal recommendations mean so much and help 
us continue growing our wonderful school community! Our second-grade 
underwater adventure has officially begun! As our new team swims into 
the 2026-2027 school year, we are settling in, finding our fins, and hav-
ing a fin-tastic start to the school year! We are so excited to be part of the 
McGinnis Woods community and look forward to making waves together 
throughout the year. 
 

 

Meet the Fish! 
Our Fin-tastic Fish classroom is excited to welcome our newest team member, Ms. Kamille! Originally from Lafayette, 
Louisiana, Ms. Kamille moved to Atlanta with her family a few years ago. She brings five years of teaching experience 
and is excited to become a part of the McGinnis Woods community. 
 

Ms. Kamille’s family is also part of our school community! One of her children attends the preschool, while her other 
child is a kindergartener in Ms. Christy’s class. 
 

When Ms. Kamille is not busy helping our smart fish learn and grow, she enjoys spending time with her husband and 
children. Her family loves outdoor adventures, including visiting farmers markets, attending sporting events and festi-
vals, exploring parks, and spending time at the lake. We are thrilled to have Ms. Kamille swimming alongside us this 
year! 
 

Ms. Felicity is excited to begin her second year at McGinnis Woods! She is currently pursuing her degree in Business 
Management online through Albany State University. Ms. Felicity has experience working with students across a variety 
of grade levels and has developed a true passion for supporting, encouraging, and helping young learners grow. 
 

Outside of the classroom, Ms. Felicity enjoys reading, travelling to new places, and making memories with her family. 
She loves spending time with her husband, their dog, Jessie, and their cat, Nola. We are excited to have Ms. Felicity con-
tinuing her journey with our McGinnis Woods family! 
 

Meet the Axolotls! 
Swimming into our Axolotl classroom is another new McGinnis Woods team member, Ms. Jacquie! Originally from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Ms. Jacquie moved to Atlanta with her family eleven years ago. She brings ten years of teach-
ing experience and is currently working toward her STEAM certification. 
 

When Ms. Jacquie isn't in the classroom, she is usually surrounded by her family—including her husband, four children, 
four furry babies, and one very special 42-year-old feathered baby! She enjoys crafting, spending time with family and 
friends, and traveling. She is excited to bring her love of STEAM, creativity, and learning to the Axolotls this year! 
 

Ms. Kirsten is entering her second year at McGinnis Woods School. Originally from Long Island, New York, she has 
called Georgia home for the past nine years. Ms. Kirsten brings many years of experience working in both public and 
private schools, where she has enjoyed supporting students and teachers in the classroom. 
 

Ms. Kirsten especially enjoys working with second graders because she loves watching how quickly they absorb new 
information and discover more about the world around them. When she isn't in the classroom, she enjoys reading, travel-
ing, and spending time with her two children, ages 4 and 7. 
 

Swimming Into a Wonderful Year! 
As a team, we have loved embracing the McGinnis Woods difference while getting to know our students, and our school 
community. We are excited to bring our own personalities, experiences, and ideas to second grade while continuing to 
learn from the wonderful teachers, students, and families around us. 



Annie Jr. and The Little Mermaid KIDS Are Coming to 
McGinnis Woods! 

 
Each year, the McGinnis Woods Drama Club delights our school community with 
a magical musical performance. This year will be extra special because our stu-
dents will be bringing two wonderful shows to the stage! Our Kindergarten 
through 3rd grade students will perform The Little Mermaid KIDS in January 
while our 4th through 8th grade students will present Annie Jr. in May. 
 

The Little Mermaid KIDS tells the beloved story of Ariel, a young mermaid who dreams of leaving her fa-
ther’s underwater kingdom to explore life in the human world above. When Ariel makes a dangerous deal with 
Ursula, the sea witch, she quickly learns that the bargain is not what it seems. With the help of her faithful 
friends Flounder, Scuttle, and Sebastian, Ariel sets out on a journey filled with courage, friendship, and discov-
ery. 
 

Annie Jr. brings to life the heartwarming story of a brave and optimistic young 
girl living in 1930s New York City. Despite a difficult beginning in an orphanage 
run by the unpleasant Miss Hannigan, Annie never gives up hope of finding her 
family. Along the way, her determination, charm, and joyful spirit lead her to a 
new home with Oliver Warbucks, Grace Farrell, and her lovable dog, Sandy. 
 

Tryouts have already taken place, roles have been assigned, and our cast and crew members are eagerly work-
ing to bring these productions to life. Under the talented direction of Mr. Bryant, Ms. Liz, and Ms. Allison, stu-
dents are learning their lines, practicing songs, developing stage presence, and discovering the joy of working 
together as a team. 
 

Drama Club meets every Wednesday and Friday from 3:30–5:00 p.m., with additional rehearsals to be added as 
opening night approaches. Our students are excited to share their hard work, creativity, and talent with the 
McGinnis Woods community. We cannot wait to see these wonderful performances come to life on stage! 

The Annual Tech Fair is Coming Soon! 
It’s time for the Annual McGinnis Woods Technology Fair! Once again, 5th through 8th graders 
will be able to show off their tech skills and express their “techie” side by creating videos, coding, 
making their own website or even designing a robot. The Tech Fair provides an opportunity for 
students to be as creative as they want to be by using a variety of technological elements. 
 

Students will choose from 1 of 8 categories: Animation, Digital Photo Production, Graphic De-
sign, Robotics, Video Production, Digital Game Design, 3D Modeling, and Internet Applications. 
The Technology Fair is scheduled for Wednesday, November 4. Students will showcase their 
work and answer questions about their projects.  
 

During the fair, a team of judges will decide on winners from each category who will advance to 
the Lanier Regional Technology Competition in early January 2027. These students could then 
earn a chance to go to the Georgia Educational Technology Fair to be held on March 13, 2027 at 
The Academy for Advanced Studies. This is a great opportunity for all middle school students, 
and we are very excited to continue providing this opportunity. We are eager to see the fantastic 
projects that our students will create. 



Student Council Elections Are Coming Soon! 

Hey Wildcats, get ready! Middle School Student Council applications will be going home soon, and we are 
excited to begin the process of selecting this year’s student leaders. 

Student Council is an important opportunity for students to develop leadership skills, practice responsibility, 
serve their classmates, and help strengthen our school community. Through Student Council, students learn the 
value of teamwork, communication, citizenship, and representing the voices of others. It gives our Wildcats a 
meaningful way to contribute ideas, support school events, model positive character, and make a difference at 
McGinnis Woods. 

All students will have the opportunity to vote for their class representatives and Middle School officers. Mid-
dle School students may run for the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Please review the important election timeline below: 

Monday, September 28 

Student Council applications are due to homeroom teachers. No late submissions will be accepted. 

Tuesday, September 29 

Student meeting at 8:00 a.m. with Ms. Francella to discuss the campaign timeline, review campaign expecta-
tions, and answer questions. 

Friday, October 2 

Campaign posters are due. 

Monday, October 5–Thursday, October 8 

Morning campaigning will take place. 

Tuesday, October 13 

Election Day! 

Elementary Class Representatives will be voted on during Counseling Classes the week of September 28. 

We are looking forward to seeing our students step forward as leaders and participate in this exciting school 
tradition. Good luck to all of our Wildcat candidates! 



Jr. Beta Club News 
 

McGinnis Woods School is proud to be a National Beta School of Distinction for the 
third year running. Jr. Beta is the largest independent, nonprofit educational youth 
organization in America, and its mission is all about leading by serving others. 
 

Being part of  our middle school Jr. Beta Team is about so much more than academ-
ics. The Beta community celebrates academic achievement, encourages good charac-
ter, develops leadership skills, and inspires students to make a difference through ser-
vice. 
 

When students join Jr. Beta, they become part of a community of young leaders who 
are making a positive impact in the world around them. Last year, our club had the opportunity to serve our 
community in so many meaningful ways. We volunteered at local food pantries, made blankets for foster care, 
helped clean and care for stables, made holiday cards for nursing homes, served at local churches, and support-
ed many other wonderful organizations. 
 

We are so proud of the difference our middle school students are making and look forward to continuing to 
grow, serve, and lead together! This club is by invitation only based upon grades and leadership qualities. 
Invitations will go out by the end of October after report cards have been sent home and returned. 
 

1st Graders Visit Elachee Nature Center 
 

Our First Graders recently traded the classroom for the forest during an exciting field 
trip to Elachee Nature Science Center in Gainesville, Georgia! From the moment they 
arrived, students were welcomed into a day filled with hands-on learning, exploration, 
and discovery. 
 

Students began their adventure with a guided hike through Chicopee Woods, where 
the forest became their classroom. As they explored the trails, they observed trees, 
plants, insects, and signs of wildlife while learning how living things depend on one 
another. One exciting discovery was finding muscadine grapes growing along the 
trail. Students learned that plants throughout the forest provide important food and 
shelter for insects and other animals.  
 

The students also had the opportunity to meet some of Elachee’s animal residents, including Tiny Tim the tur-
tle, a brown toad, and corn snakes. Seeing these animals up close encouraged students to observe carefully, ask 
questions, and learn more about the wildlife that can be found in Georgia. 
 

Another favorite activity was becoming plant scientists! Students investigat-
ed a lima bean by carefully removing its seed coat and opening it to examine 
what was inside. They identified the cotyledons, the large parts of the seed 
that store food for the developing plant. This hands-on investigation connect-
ed perfectly with Elachee’s first-grade focus on the basic needs and life cy-
cles of plants 

 

Our First Graders had an amazing time exploring, observing, asking ques-
tions, and learning through hands-on experiences. Thank you, Elachee Na-
ture Science Center, for giving our students such a memorable day of sci-
ence, nature, and discovery! 



Learning Support with Ms. Lauren  

We are excited to have Ms. Lauren as part of the McGinnis Woods team! Alt-
hough she is new to Georgia, Ms. Lauren brings three years of experience in 
education and a strong background in learning support. 

Ms. Lauren is a graduate of Auburn University, where she earned a B.S. in El-
ementary Education for grades K–6. She is certified to teach in Tennessee, Al-
abama, and Georgia, and she has also completed LETRS, SoundsFirst, and 
Reading360 Early Literacy certifications. Her previous experience includes 
working as a K–8 Reading and Math tutor at Huntington Learning Center and 
serving as an Academic Interventionist in a K–6 public school in Murfreesbo-
ro, Tennessee. 

At McGinnis Woods, students in kindergarten through 8th grade may be eligi-
ble to receive additional support in reading and math once or twice a week. 
Ms. Lauren works with students before, during, and after school to provide 
help with core classes, phonics skills, and foundational math concepts. Her 

goal is to help students strengthen skills, build confidence, and feel successful in the classroom. 

Ms. Lauren is also a musician and has played percussion instruments for the past 13 years. When she is not 
working with students, she enjoys recording music, hiking with her dog, and reading novels. She currently 
lives in Roswell with her longtime partner and their Doberman “dog son,” Barkley. 

We are so glad to have Ms. Lauren supporting our students at McGinnis Woods! 

STEM Classes Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday! 
 

Get ready for an EPIC STEM adventure! As we celebrate America’s 250th birthday, 
our students are hitting the trails—virtually—to explore some of the most amazing 
places in our country: America’s National Parks! 
 

We’ll journey to iconic parks like Yellowstone, Yosemite, and the Grand Canyon, dis-
covering the science, wildlife, geology, and ecosystems that make each park unique. 
And the adventure doesn’t stop there! Students will have the incredible opportunity to 

Zoom with National Park Rangers from Yellowstone, giving them a chance to ask questions and hear what it’s 
really like to work in one of our nation’s most spectacular parks. 
Using technology, we’ll even get a front-row seat to one of Yellowstone’s most famous sights as we watch 
Old Faithful erupt LIVE through the park’s webcams! 
 

Along the way, students will become park explorers and conservation scientists, 
learning about the animals that live in these incredible habitats, why protecting our 
National Parks matters, and what each of us can do to help preserve these special 
places for future generations. 
 

From erupting geysers to towering mountains and magnificent wildlife, STEM is tak-
ing us on an unforgettable journey across America! 
 



Learning Across Grade Levels at McGinnis Woods 

At McGinnis Woods School, we believe students learn best by doing, leading, sharing, 
and learning from one another. That is why we intentionally create opportunities for 
students from different grade levels to work together, build friendships, and develop a 
stronger sense of community across our campus. 

From Buddy Classes to friendly competitions for the annual Middle School Wildcat 
Cup, our students benefit from experiences that connect younger and older learners in 
meaningful ways. These activities help students grow in confidence, develop leadership 

skills, practice kindness, and understand the importance of teamwork. 

Each year, many of our students meet regularly with their Buddy Classes to read together, write stories, complete 
special projects, and enjoy shared learning experiences. These moments are valuable for students of all ages. 
Younger students benefit from the encouragement, attention, and example of older students, while older students 
have the opportunity to lead, mentor, and shine. Reading to a younger child or helping a buddy complete a project 
builds responsibility, patience, and confidence. 

One of the joys of these partnerships is watching friendships grow beyond the classroom. It is always exciting to 
see students from different grade levels greeting one another in carpool, waving in the hallways, or recognizing 
each other on the playground. Our students look forward to time with their buddies, and even our preschool chil-
dren benefit from being read to by their elementary and middle school friends. 

In Middle School, every student is sorted into a house where they remain throughout their middle school years. 
Each house includes students from multiple grade levels, allowing students to form friendships outside of their reg-
ular classes. Through house activities and competitions, students learn to collaborate, encourage one another, and 
work toward common goals. The annual Wildcat Cup adds excitement and friendly competition while reinforcing 
teamwork, school spirit, and character. 

These cross-grade experiences are an important part of what makes McGinnis Woods 
special. They help create a school culture where students are known, supported, and 
connected. By learning with and from one another, our students develop not only aca-
demically, but also as leaders, friends, mentors, and caring members of a larger school 
community. 

Robotics Team is off to a Great Start 

The McGinnis Woods Robotics Team are already hard at work on the new 
season of First LEGO League! This year’s theme for the competition is 
called “BIOGLOW.” Our challenge course for the robot runs is called 
“First Canopy.” The course has challenges on the unique features found in 
the rainforest. Our middle school students who are members of our team 
are: Arjun Adumala, Bianka Bandaru, Andreas Hayes, Angad Jayshwal, 
Chloe Peng, Kaysen Poe, Malik Sivro, and Elim Sylver. Ms. Wendy is the 
Robotics Coach. We meet on some Tuesdays and most Fridays until 5:00 
pm, and the team will have a regional competition in late November or 
early December where they will compete against other schools. Many 
skills are put to use by these students from coding and robot building, to 

research and presentation skills. We are excited for a great season of teamwork and learning, but also having 
fun! 



Ms. Caitlan Brings Spanish to Life! 
 

Ms. Caitlan has been teaching Spanish for 10 years, 5 of those spent at McGinnis 
Woods!  Before teaching at “The Woods,” she taught high school Spanish for one 
year and middle school Spanish for 4 years.  She is a Georgia native and began her 
journey with Spanish in the 6th grade, when she finally attended a middle school that 
offered language classes!  Ms. Caitlan continued learning Spanish through high 
school and college, where she worked part-time as a Spanish and French tutor.  Dur-
ing her time in college, she also sang in her university’s Spanish chorus and became a 
member of Sigma Delta Pi (the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society).  She 
completed her Bachelor of Arts in Spanish and her teaching certification in 2016 at 
the University of North Georgia in Dahlonega.  
 

In addition to her passion for languages, Ms. Caitlan is also an avid music lover and 
percussionist!  She comes from a family of trumpet and trombone players, so her parents were surprised but 
supportive when she said her dream was to play the drums.  In addition to teaching, her perseverance and pa-
tience, her time as a percussionist also led her to discover her passion for teaching at 18 years old, when she 
started teaching high school percussionists at band camps to help pay for college.  
 

Ms. Caitlan loves getting the opportunity to teach a wide range of students and incorporating music into her 
classroom at McGinnis Woods!  One of her favorite things to hear from her students’ parents is that their chil-
dren are coming home and singing our songs from class.   
She also likes to incorporate many opportunities to learn through play in her classroom with activities such as: 
Simon Dice (Simon Says), ¡Seis! (a dice rolling, writing competition), Bingo and Quizlet live.   
 

Outside of school, you can usually find Ms. Caitlan relaxing with her fiancé, Jae, and their cat, Noodle, while 
reading a fantasy novel (preferably with dragons).  She also likes to hike somewhere with a pretty view, host 
boardgame nights, and play TTRPGs with friends.   
 

Ms. Tanya Makes Art Special! 
Ms. Tanya just began her 8th year as the McGinnis Woods Art teacher. She loves 
teaching all art forms and enjoys challenging herself with learning new ones to share 
with her beloved students. Currently, she is teaching crochet in her middle school 
elective and holds a quarterly clay club with her after school 2nd

-4th grade students. Ms. 
Tanya was honored to have been named our teacher of the year for the 2022-2023 school 
year! She has a daughter, Ade, in 5th grade, of whom is involved with the Girls 
Volleyball team and will be in the school theatrical production of Annie Jr. She also has 
a son, Angel, who turns 23 this month. He is in his second year of seminary school. 
 

Ms. Tanya likes to begin each school year with a school-wide Collaborative Art project 
which will be displayed outside of her classroom in the coming months. This year her 

Pre-K- 4th graders drew their own flowers that they painted and cut out. The 5th
-8th graders drew birds that 

were also painted and cut out. The various birds will be arranged intermingling with the flowers on the mural.  



Celebrating America Through Music 
 

This year, as we celebrate the 250th anniversary of America, our student 
musicians have been working on a very special performance project: a custom-

made ABC’s of the USA program. Through music, speaking parts, and fun 
facts, students are learning more about our country while also building 
confidence as performers. 
 

Our older students have been learning patriotic songs such as America the 
Beautiful and My Country, ’Tis of Thee, while our younger students are 

enjoying familiar favorites such as Take Me Out to the Ballgame and Columbus Sailed Over the Ocean. 
Along the way, students are practicing musical skills, memorizing lines, learning stage presence, and 
discovering interesting facts connected to the people, places, and traditions of the United States. 
 

We are extremely excited to bring this meaningful program together. It is a wonderful opportunity for our 
students to celebrate history, music, creativity, and school spirit while making a special memory they will 
treasure. We can’t wait to see all of their hard work come to life! 

Summer at the Woods 2026 Was One to Remember! 

What a fantastic summer we had at Summer at the Woods 2026! Campers and 
counselors enjoyed weeks filled with friendship, laughter, creativity, and nonstop fun. 
From the very first day, our campus was buzzing with excitement as campers made new 
friends, tried new activities, explored new interests, and created memories that will last 
long after summer has ended. 

Each week brought something special, including exciting field trips, special visitors, 
hands-on activities, STEM and Art classes, water days, and plenty of time to play, 
imagine, and enjoy being together. Campers especially loved cooling off with Kona Ice 
and making a splash during our water slide fun — two summertime favorites that 

brought lots of smiles! 

Whether students were creating, building, exploring, playing, or simply enjoying time with friends, there was 
always something wonderful happening around camp. The joy, energy, and enthusiasm of our campers made 
this summer truly special. 

We are so thankful for our amazing campers, 
supportive families, and dedicated staff who 
helped make Summer at the Woods 2026 
such a memorable part of our year. 

Thank you for making this summer one to 
remember. We are already planning Summer 
at the Woods 2027, and we can’t wait to see 
what new adventures next summer will bring! 



Pictures from Around the School 

 

 


