
A Message From Ms. Mary 
These are busy and exciting days at McGinnis Woods! Each year, the stretch of school 
following spring break seems to move at a breakneck pace, and this year has been no 
exception. We returned from break for two weeks packed with our Cereal Drive, Career 
Days, field trips, and our Scholastic Book Fair preview before celebrating our annual Spring 
Carnival. Although we weathered a few showers, carnival-goers had a wonderful time 
playing games, enjoying delicious food, and participating in the many fun activities planned 
for the day. 
 

Standardized testing for students in 2nd through 8th grades went very well during the weeks 
of March 30 through April 1. Our students took the CTP5 tests very seriously and gave their 
best effort. The tests have been sent for scoring, and we plan to share the results with parents 
and teachers soon. The Comprehensive Testing Program is a national assessment that is both 
rigorous and informative. The results will continue to help guide our instruction, ensure 
appropriate academic rigor, and identify areas of strength and growth for our students. 
 

On Wednesday, April 22, the School Improvement Team hosted a six-year virtual Cognia 
Accreditation Engagement Review. Our eleven-member team delivered our Leadership 
Presentation to co-evaluators from Cognia. The presentation included information about our 
school’s mission and goals, as well as findings from our year-and-a-half-long effort to gather 
evidence and complete our Self-Assessment. This process included reviewing 31 specific 
standards related to the school’s continuous improvement efforts in the areas of Culture of 
Learning, Leadership for Learning, Engagement of Learning, and Growth in Learning. 
The presentation also included information regarding our Stakeholder Analysis, Student 
Performance Analysis, and Learning Analysis. Thank you to everyone who completed our 
surveys and provided valuable feedback as part of this important process. Our School 
Improvement Team worked tirelessly to prepare for the review and was thrilled to receive 
fantastic feedback from the evaluators. They shared that McGinnis Woods is a wonderful 
school and that we should be proud. We will share the written report with you once it is 
received from Cognia. 
 

Please be sure to review the May calendar carefully, as it is filled with many special 
activities and events that you may want to attend. We are entering the home stretch of 
another great year at McGinnis Woods, and we are grateful to partner with you on this 
educational adventure.  

Ms. Mary 

Inspiring Students with  
the Passion to Excel 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

5/4 
Wildcat Wear Day 

Band /Chorus Performance 

5/5-
5/6 

3rd grade Overnight to the 
McSwain Science Center 

5/5 6th-8th Finals 

5/6 
Middle School  

Athletic Banquet 6:30pm 

5/7 
Art Show  

4:00-7:00pm and  
Meltaway Sprit Night 

5/8 
5th-8th Field Day 

1st Overnight to Zoo ATL 

5/10-
5-14 

8th Overnight  
Washington DC 

5/11 PreK4-4th Field Day 

5/12-
5/14 

5th-7th Overnight  
Space Camp 

5/14-
5/15 

2nd grade Overnight 
Majestic Caverns 

5/15 
PreK Letter Parade  

12:00pm 

  

  

  

McGinnis Woods  
Mission Statement 
Our mission is to provide  

superior  academics 

through hands-on  
approaches, which foster 
self confidence and self 

esteem that inspire a  life-
long love of learning. 
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Parent Association Update 

Wow! We are excited as we reflect on the PA hosted events. THANK YOU to all our parents 
for helping us host another successful quarter of events. We are so grateful for the opportuni-
ties that allowed us to put a smile on the faces of our kiddos, staff and teachers at The Woods! 
 

In February we hosted the annual "Cupid Shuffle", in March we celebrated our amazing staff 
and teachers during TeacherAppreciation Week  with “Super Hero” themed days, and in April, 
we hosted a Mangia Spirit Night and the elegant Wildcat Society dinner, a gathering filled with 
gratitude!  
 

The Wildcat Fund sidewalk awnings will be installed soon, so please be sure to visit the school 
playground to see them as we work to enhance The Woods’ campus. 
 

Join us for our end of the school year events: 

Upcoming Spirit Nights: 
May 7th: Melt Away Ice Cream and Cookies - a percentage of purchases are donated to the 
PA. 
May 13th: PA Coffee & Donuts May 13th "a Doughnuts & Feedback" event for all parents. 
 

PA Water Day: 
May 20th: an email and sign-up genius will be sent out in the upcoming weeks, join us as the 
kiddos end the school year with lots of fun in the sun! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always a big Thank You to our PA Board Members Steven Boos, Gretchen Cummins, 
Nsharra Gross and the many volunteers who make each event a reality! 
 

If you have questions, please email pa@mcginniswoods.org. 

mailto:pa@mcginniswoods.org


Preschool Corner 
 

We love our Nursery and Sr. Infant babies and truly enjoy watching them grow and learn 
more each day. They’ve been enjoying stroller walks in the fresh spring air, giving them 
opportunities to look around, explore, and take in the beauty of nature. Our infants also 
love spending time together playing and singing songs, as they begin to interact and build 
early social connections with one another. 
 

Our Toddlers and Transitionals are always learning through fun, hands-on experiences. 
They’ve been enjoying the beauty of spring with wagon rides and outdoor play, too. Our 
older toddlers have been exploring different types of insects and had fun fingerpainting 
grass for a ladybug art project.  
 

The Preschool classes also celebrated NAEYC Week of the Young Child this month, and 
one of the children’s favorite moments was Work Together Wednesday, when they teamed 
up with our 3/4 class to create tie-dye t-shirts. 
 

Our Preschool and 3/4 classrooms have been busy exploring “Amazing Critters” through 
Frog Street. They’ve enjoyed creating insect-themed sensory bins and even voting as a 
class on their favorite bugs. One of our 3/4 classes got creative by making butterflies us-
ing repurposed flower petals—the children loved cutting, designing, and bringing their 
unique ideas to life.  
 

NAEYC’s Artsy Thursday was a big highlight for our threes and fours, as they had a blast 
creating Picasso-inspired self-portraits and water coloring insects on the playground. 
 

We’ve had such a wonderful few months in the Preschool and are excited to head into a fun-filled summer 
with Adventures with Paddington Bear! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wildcat Chat by Coach Ricky 
 

The spring sports season has flown by. Our student athletes learned a lot as they played spring sports, perfected 
new events and broke many personal records along the way. 
 

Tennis 

Our tennis team entered it’s second season, led by new Co-Head Coaches Doug 
Stevens and Angela Taylor, our tennis program experienced an exciting season of 
growth and development. The team welcomed nine new players, six of whom 
were brand new to the game, making their progress throughout the season espe-
cially impressive. 
 

Our girls team competed hard for a spot in the MAAC Conference playoffs. While 
the team did not secure an overall match victory, the doubles team of Noam Kaya-
kov and Sarah Bijani had an outstanding season, finishing unbeaten and setting the 
standard for consistency and teamwork. On the boys side, two new players 
stepped into competition and showed tremendous growth as the season pro-
gressed. Their commitment, resilience, and ability to develop strong teamwork 
were evident in each match. 
With a foundation built on growth, effort, and enthusiasm, the future of our tennis 
program is bright, and we are excited to see what’s ahead. 

 

Track 

Our track and field team, guided by experienced leadership with 
Head Coach Ricky Gross entering his third season and Head 
Coach Lisa Giri entering her sixth season, embraced the challenge 
of building on last year’s success, which included top five finishes 
for both the boys and girls teams at the MAAC Championships. 
The 2026 team rose to the occasion, competing with determina-
tion and consistency at every meet. Standout performances includ-
ed Feli Ancarola, who dominated in the shot put and discus, and 

Padraig Gallivan, who 
excelled in both throw-
ing events and distance 
races. We also saw 
promising performanc-
es in the hurdles from newcomers David Gross and Allie Aber. The 
season concluded with an outstanding showing at the MAAC 
Championships, where both the boys and girls teams earned a 3rd 
place overall finish. Nearly 95% of our athletes placed in the top 
three of their events, a remarkable achievement that truly reflects 
our team’s grit and dedication. Though small in numbers, this team 
proved to be incredibly mighty, and we look forward to making an 

even greater impact next season. 
 

Athletic Banquet 
To cap off an outstanding athletic year, we will celebrate our student-athletes at the Athletic Ban-
quet on May 6, 2026. This event provides an opportunity to reflect on the season, honor the spirit 
of competition, and recognize both athletic and academic achievements. We are proud of all our 
Wildcats for their hard work and dedication, and we look forward to celebrating together while 
building excitement for the seasons ahead. 
 



Student Council and Jr. Beta Club Members Aim to Serve! 

Our Student Council is wrapping up this semester with a bang and Kindness Week 
was a highlight of the semester. Classes had an opportunity to develop a poster that 
showed what kindness looks like to them. Each class poster was judged by the Student 
Council officers on creativity and messaging. Everyone also enjoyed a Spirit Week 
during which we teamed up to show kindness by wearing our favorite team jerseys 
and shirts and dreamed of a world of kindness by wearing our favorite pajamas. 
Thanks to all the teachers and students for participating.  
 

During Kindness Week, which coincided with Valentine’s Day, the Student Council 
members delivered nearly 600 Candy Grams to our students and staff.  Special 
thanks to our Student Council Officers, Ariel, Noam, Akanksha and Gabby for their 
hard work and dedication to our school continues to show up! From running the 
school store to serving up hot chocolate in the Holiday Shoppe all the way down to 
attaching candies on our candy grams; their hard work does not go unnoticed.  
  

The Jr. Beta Club members have been busy as well this semester! They have been completing their community 
service requirements by volunteering in our Holiday Shoppe, serving at local farms, volunteering at local pet 
shelters, and local food pantries. We are very proud of our students who have taken time out of their busy 
schedules to assemble and make blankets to donate to foster care support.  
 

Now let's talk cereal... we just wrapped up our amazing Cereal Drive. Our McGinnis Woods family donated 
over 400 full sized boxes to Meals By Grace. These boxes of cereal will serve many families in our very own 
community. Special thank you to our 3rd Grade Mountaineers who collected over 100 boxes in their class.   

 

The Word of the Month for May is  Perseverance 
Our Word of the Month for May is Perseverance, which means refusing to give up 
when life gets hard. Perseverance is an important character trait because success often 
takes time, effort, and patience. Whether students are learning a new skill, working 
through a challenging assignment, practicing for a performance, or trying again after 
making a mistake, perseverance helps them keep moving forward. 
 

This month, we are encouraging students to remember that challenges are part of 
growth. When something feels difficult, it is an opportunity to build confidence, 
strength, and determination. As Zig Ziglar once said, “Difficult roads often lead to 
beautiful destinations.” By choosing not to give up, students learn that hard work and 
a positive attitude can lead to wonderful accomplishments. 
 



Under the Sea STEM Night Makes a Splash 
 

On March 26, our school hosted an exciting and engaging STEM 
Night with an “Under the Sea” theme, bringing together students, 
families, and staff for an evening full of hands-on learning and 
fun.  
 

Each classroom offered a unique activity inspired by ocean life 
and STEM concepts. Students explored creativity and science by 
making ocean slime, creating waves, and learning about fish cam-
ouflage. One station allowed children to “fish” using magnets, 
while another challenged students to design and build sturdy barg-
es. 

 

Upstairs, Ms. Liz, STEM Instructor, led an immersive virtual 
reality experience where students dove beneath the ocean sur-
face. Participants explored coral reefs, swam with sharks, and 
discovered the wonders of marine life in an unforgettable way. 
 

Adding to the excitement was a guessing jar filled with Swedish 
Fish candy. Students eagerly submitted their guesses, hoping to 
win the sweet prize. 
 

Thanks to our Curriculum Team’s leadership, STEM Night was 
a tremendous success. It was a fun-filled evening that sparked 
curiosity, encouraged exploration, and brought our school community together in a 

meaningful way. 

Trees Atlanta Speaks to The Green Team 

Our Green Team has been hard at work all year helping care for our campus and 
the environment. This dedicated group of students collects the school’s recycling 
and helps care for the plants around campus, making our school a cleaner, green-
er, and more beautiful place to learn. 

This month, the Green Team enjoyed a special visit from Trees Atlanta. Students 
learned about animals and seeds, including the many different ways seeds are 
spread depending on the wind and different 
types of animals spreading the seeds. They also 
learned about urban forests and discovered that 
Atlanta is a wonderful example of one because 
of its impressive tree canopy and abundance of 
trees throughout the city. 

We are proud of the Green Team’s commitment to environmental steward-
ship and appreciate the ways they help make a difference at school each 
week. We look forward to welcoming Trees Atlanta back to our campus next 
school year! 



McGinnis Woods Student Places 1st  in GISA Art Show 
The Georgia Independent Schools Association holds a Virtual Art Show each year. This 
is a wonderful opportunity for its member school students to showcase their talents in 
art. Each entry is judged by the talent, creativity and vision of the piece. First and second 
place winners in each of the seven different categories receive ribbons.  
 

This year McGinnis Woods School entered nine of our amazing artists works into a vari-
ety of both 2D and 3D art categories. Our talented students whose art work was submit-
ted included: Riya M., 2nd grade, Leia S., 3rd grade, Shreya S., 4th grade, Ronin D. and 
Alma K. in 5th grade, Luke E., 6th grade, Noam K. and Vihaan P., 7th grade, and Xi-
ya D., 8th grade.  
 

We were thrilled to learn that Noam K. won first place in her category for her ceramic work titled “Gentleman 
of the Marsh”. Congratulations to all of our fantastic artists! 

 

McGinnis Woods Presents Beauty and the Beast  

Our Drama Department debuted Beauty and the Beast on May 1 and May 2. The 
students and their directors, Ms. Liz Silva and Mr. Bryant Curtis, worked tirelessly 
all year long, practicing twice a week to make sure this show was as magical and 
endearing as possible. They did a phenomenal job of pulling it together!  
 

If you attended the show, thank you for being our guest and we hope you enjoyed it 
as much as we did. The crew was amazing helping with lighting, sound and getting 
props on and off the stage in record time, so there weren’t any delays in the produc-
tion. The performers worked so well together, and their enthusiasm jumped off the 
stage during each of their three performances. Forty-four students participated in 
the production, and they knew their cues as they transported the audience to a land 
with a Beast and a Beauty.   
 

Noam K. was cast as Belle. Her beautiful voice and convincing acting created a per-
formance that will not be soon forgotten. Luke E. was the Beast, and his performance drew us in and made us 
feel as if we were in the castle with him. There were so many special moments in the show, from Senuth B. as 
Lumiere singing Be Our Guest, to Cogsworth played by Alma K., Babette played by Gabby G., Madam 
Grande la Bouche played by Daniela G., Mrs. Potts played by Akanksha P. and Kairo S. as chip. They were 
all fantastic in their roles.  The beautiful scenery, 
costumes, make-up, and lighting made the 
show come to life.  
 

Special thanks to the many parents and staff who 
donated their time and talents to this wonderful 
show. Our annual musicals create wonderful bonds 
of friendship and amazing memories, as well as 
poise, confidence and opportunities to shine. Thank 
you again for being our guest!   
  

  

 



Coach Ricky Encourages Physical Fitness and Teamwork 
Ricky Gross is the Physical Education Teacher and Athletic Director at 
McGinnis Woods School, where he has served for the past three years 
leading and developing athletic programs for students in grades PK–8. 
Ricky worked as a personal trainer and PE Teacher at another private 
school before joining the team at McGinnis Woods.  
 

Beyond his role as Athletic Director, he coaches girls volleyball, girls bas-
ketball, and track and field, bringing passion and experience to each pro-
gram. He is committed to building competitive teams while emphasizing 
character, teamwork, and sportsmanship, while creating meaningful expe-
riences that help students grow both on and off the field.  
 

Outside of school, he is the proud husband of 16 years to his wife,  
Nsharra, and a dedicated father to his three boys, David, Eli and Caleb. In 

his spare time, Ricky is working on a masters degree and enjoys being outside, gardening and creating gourmet 
food for family and friends. 
 

Ms. Francella, McGinnis Woods School Counselor 
 

Ms. Francella Perryman, McGinnis Woods School counselor, 
holds a masters degree  in counseling  from Lindenwood Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s degree from Columbia College. Fran-
cella joined the McGinnis Woods team in March of 2022. She 
has more than 18 years of experience, and has provided coun-
seling services to both children and adults across a variety of 
settings, including public and private schools, nonprofit organ-
izations, and Fulton and Forsyth County Family Court Sys-
tems. At McGinnis Woods she meets with classes weekly to 
teach the students about character education, how to be a 
friend and emotional wellbeing. She also leads our Student 
Council and Jr. Beta Clubs. She also meets individually with 
students when parents request additional support navigating an 
issue. Ms. Francella is passionate about supporting families 

and helping individuals navigate life’s challenges.  
 

Her dedication to service and community has been recognized through several honors such as Volunteer of the 
Year awards from Fulton County School District, Every Woman Works and the Points of Light Award from 
Habitat for Humanity.  
 

Ms. Francella has been happily married for nearly 29 years and is a proud mother of three. In her free time, she 
enjoys all types of live music, dancing and is an enthusiastic sports fan- Go Cardinals!  
 

Francella is deeply passionate about  helping students  grow and thrive. She believes that while life’s challeng-
es can sometimes hold us back, there is always the potential for growth and new possibilities. Her goal is to 
empower and equip students to move forward with confidence. 
 



Meet Our Fabulous First Grade Team 
 

At McGinnis Woods, our first-grade teachers love bringing learning to life in ways that are fun, meaningful, 
and full of excitement. We focus on building a strong foundation in reading, encouraging curiosity through 
hands-on exploration, and creating a classroom environment where every child feels confident and supported. 
Whether we’re celebrating milestones or laughing through the little moments, we value every experience we 
share with our first graders. Our team is enthusiastic, imaginative, and always ready to brighten the day—with 
plenty of smiles. Take a moment to meet the amazing teachers who make first grade at McGinnis Woods such 
a memorable and special experience. 
 

Ms. Kristen Hollister and Ms. Dee Godfrey proudly teach the 1st Grade Gnomes at McGinnis Woods School. 
Ms. Kristen serves as the lead teacher and holds a Bachelor of Science in Communication along with her Ele-
mentary Education certification. Now in her third year at McGinnis Woods, she truly appreciates the school’s 
welcoming environment and close-knit community. She brings energy and creativity into the classroom, de-
signing engaging, hands-on lessons filled with fun and meaningful learning experiences. 
 

Ms. Dee, the assistant teacher, is also in her third year at McGinnis Woods. She values the supportive, family-

oriented atmosphere and enjoys being part of a team that lifts one another up. With a Bachelor of Arts, Ms. 
Dee shares her love of creativity through her “Learn to Draw” club, where she encourages students to express 
themselves and build confidence in their talents. Together, Ms. Kristen and Ms. Dee foster a positive, nurturing 
classroom where first graders feel supported, inspired, and ready to grow. 
 

Ms. Kimberly Atterholt and Ms. Elizabeth Cox are delighted to teach the 1st Grade Penguins at McGinnis 
Woods School. Ms. Kimberly serves as the lead teacher and holds a Master’s degree in Curriculum and In-
struction, along with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. With six years of teaching experience, this 
is her first year at McGinnis Woods. She values the school’s passion for education and its welcoming, support-
ive community. Ms. Kimberly is dedicated to creating a joyful classroom environment, inspiring smiles, and 
nurturing a lifelong love of learning in her students. 
 

Ms. Elizabeth, the assistant teacher, has been part of the McGinnis Woods community for the past year, con-
tributing both during the school year and in the summer camp program. She appreciates the growth and oppor-
tunities the school has provided and enjoys being part of such a positive environment. Currently pursuing her 
teaching degree, Ms. Elizabeth is excited about her journey in education and looks forward to leading her own 
classroom in the future. Together, Ms. Kimberly and Ms. Elizabeth create a supportive and engaging learning 
environment where students feel encouraged, confident, and set up for long-term success. 
 



The Third Grade Team Helps Students Soar to New Heights 
 

Our fun and fabulous third grade teachers are taking the Adventurers and 
the Mountaineers to new heights! They are dedicated, creative and passion-
ate about making learning exciting, engaging, and full of joy! 
The 3rd Grade Mountaineers’ Class is led my Ms. Lisa Giri. Ms. Lisa has 
been a dedicated part of the McGinnis Woods community for over 15 years 
in the preschool and the past 5 years in the elementary school. Originally 
from Haiti and raised in Irvington, New Jersey, she holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in Elementary and Special Education and a master’s degree in Instruc-
tional Technology. In her free time, Ms. Lisa enjoys spending time with her 
husband Joe, her son Jeremiah, who is junior at Asheville of North Carolina 
and their Poodle, Nova. She also loves traveling, singing, biking, hiking, 
running, and reading.  
 

Ms. Roshen works very closely with Ms. Lisa in the Mountaineers Class. She has been part of the McGinnis Woods 
team for 5 years. Born and raised in India, she holds a bachelor's degree in science with a focus in Physics and a 
master’s degree in Electronics. Before joining the elementary team, Ms. Roshen worked in early childhood educa-
tion. Seventeen years ago, she moved to the U.S., where she lives with her husband, two children, and their Golden 
Retriever, Max. Her daughter currently attends Georgia Tech, and her son just began his junior year at Alpharetta 
High School.  
  

The 3rd Grade Adventurers’ class is led by Ms. Trish. Ms. Trish has been with McGinnis Woods since 2012. She 
started out as a floater, then became the 3rd grade teacher before she transitioned into the Academic Support and 
Enrichment role. She is so excited to be back in the classroom this year!  Ms. Trish is a certified teacher the state of 
Georgia and has a degree in psychology. She started teaching in Boston Inner City Schools after graduating from 
the University of Massachusetts. From there, she taught at an International School in Denmark for 3 years and was 
also head of the Curriculum for the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program. In 1999, she moved to At-
lanta and continued teaching until she started her own family. In her spare time, Ms. Trish enjoys spending time 
with her husband Thomas, and her 3 children, Jakob(24), Nicholas(22) and Christina(18).  Outside of school she 
loves reading and traveling.   
 

Ms. Felicity has made a great addition to the Adventurers’ class this year. Ms. Felicity is finishing up her first year 
at McGinnis Woods. A Georgia native, she is currently pursuing her degree in Business Management at Albany 
State University. Ms. Felicity has worked with students across a variety of grade levels and has developed a passion 
for supporting and encouraging young learners. Outside of the classroom, Ms. Felicity enjoys reading, exploring 
new places, and spending time her husband and their dog, Jessie.  

Aarya Places 1st in the Georgia State Technology Fair 
 
Aarya Jayshwal recently competed in the Graphic Design 7–8 category, and placed 1st at 
the Georgia State Technology Fair in Macon. Aarya’s project was about creating a cereal 
box for kids, with a focus on using fonts, colors, and layout to 
make the design look clean and cohesive.  
 

During the interview, the judges asked her very 
detailed questions about the design choices and how she 
created her project. She was nervous at the beginning, but as 
the interview went on, she became more comfortable and 
confident while presenting. This 
experience has taught her that it’s important not only to create 
something, but also to be able to clearly explain your work.   
 



The Middle School Team Makes Learning Engaging  
 

The middle school team at McGinnis Woods works closely to make the learning experience rigorous, hands on, and 
meaningful each day. The teachers meet weekly to plan and make sure that each of the students are receiving the support 
the need. The teachers also plan interesting off campus activities such as field trip experiences and annual overnight 
trips. This year the students are looking forward to spending time at Space Camp in Huntsville, AL and Washington, 
D.C. Each of the teachers on the team bring something special to the mix. 
 

Ms. Nicole Seltzer's has been teaching social studies at the school for eighteen years and has been a member of the team 
for twenty-six years.  Ms. Nicole taught other grade levels here at the school before completing her degree and finding 
her calling working with middle schoolers. Ms. Nicole was the 2017-2018 recipient of Teacher of the Year at McGinnis 
Woods and more recently a recipient of the GISA Distinguished Service Award for her Twenty-five years of Service in 
Independent Education. She received her Master in the Art of Teaching from Mercer University. Ms. Nicole is married 
to her wonderful husband, Jeff. They have two children, Josh, who is a recent graduate of Georgia Southern University, 
and Rebecca, who is a first-year student at Kennesaw State University. Ms. Nicole works each day to make history come 
alive for each of her classes.  
  

Ms. Pam Charlton teaches math in the middle school. Ms. Angela Darragh assists Ms. Pam. Pam received her Bachelor 
of Science from Illinois State University in Elementary and Middle School Education and did her postgraduate work at 
the University of Illinois. Ms. Pam has taught in public schools in Florida and Illinois, as well as another private school 
in Georgia. This is her twenty-eighth-year teaching math and her twentieth year at McGinnis Woods. Ms. Pam was the 
2023-2024 McGinnis Woods Teacher of the Year and will be retiring at the end of this year! In her spare time, she en-
joys curling up with a good book and spending time with family.   
Ms. Neelu Chawla is excited to be in her second year in our McGinnis Woods community. She was born and raised in 
New Delhi, India where she obtained Bachelor and Master degrees in Finance. Prior to becoming a math teacher, she 
worked as an accountant and was involved in developing content for various math apps. Ms. Neelu has taught at local 
public schools and is excited to be part of the team at McGinnis Woods. Two fun facts- she is fluent in three languages 
and has a cat named Casper. She is very passionate about inspiring young minds and setting them up for success.  
  

This is Ms. Lauren Walraven’s fourth year teaching science, and her third year at McGinnis Woods.  She has a back-
ground in psychology and biology and recently earned her Master of Arts in Secondary Science from Mercer University. 
She has a passion for all things science and enjoys sharing that passion with her students. She has three cats and enjoys 
anything with fantasy in it. She strives to give her students the knowledge they need to understand how the world around 
them works.  
  

Ms. Jaime Espinel is excited about her fifth year at McGinnis Woods and her tenth-year teaching. Ms. Jaime has a Bach-
elor of Arts in Clarinet Performance from Piedmont College and a Master of Education for University of Phoenix, with 
a certification in middle school English Language Arts. Ms. Jaime has been married to her wonderful husband for al-
most twenty-four years. Together they have two boys, Luke (11 years) and Logan (8 years). As a family they love to 
explore the outdoors, from bike riding to hiking, to camping.   
 

The middle school team is strong and enjoys working with the bright and capable students at McGinnis Woods School! 
  

  

 



Middle Schoolers Visit Shakespeare Tavern in Atlanta 
 

One of the middle school’s favorite traditions is the annual 
field trip to Shakespeare Tavern with the Atlanta Shake-
speare Company. Each year, the excitement begins early 
when the traveling troupe visits our school for a workshop 
focused on Shakespeare and drama. This engaging experi-
ence helps students better understand Shakespeare’s work 
while building anticipation for the live performance later in 
the year. 
 

This year, students attended a performance of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, a romantic comedy read by our 7th grade 
students. Set among Athenian characters in ancient Greece, 
the play follows the humorous confusion and mischief that 
unfold when a group of fairies become involved in the lives 
of the characters. 
 

Students especially enjoyed the antics of Puck, whose play-
ful interactions with both the characters and the audience 
brought many laughs. As always, the performance was out-
standing and was thoroughly enjoyed by students and staff. 
This annual trip continues to be a wonderful way to bring 
literature to life and deepen students’ appreciation for 
Shakespeare, theater, and the arts. 
 

Ms. Leah Loves Inspiring a Love of Reading  
  

Leah Downs is the McGinnis Woods Librarian. She joined the school team eight years ago as an 
assistant director in the preschool and then joined the elementary staff in 2020. Ms. Leah continues to 
enjoy being part of the administrative team.  
  

Ms. Leah earned her Bachelor of Science in Human Development and Family Studies, with a 
concentration in Child Development, from the University of Wisconsin–Stout. She began her career 
in education as a teacher, driven by a deep passion for helping children learn and grow. Over the 
course of more than 27 years in education, she has spent the majority of her career in preschool 
administration. 
  

Ms. Leah grew up in a small town in Minnesota alongside her older brother. For the past 20 years, 
she has called Georgia home. She enjoys making returning to Minnesota to visit family and friends. 
  

Ms. Leah remains dedicated to fostering a supportive learning environment and finds great joy in 
watching children develop and thrive. 
  

  



4 th Grade Overnight Trip to Nature’s Classroom  
 

The 4th Grade Overnight Trip to Nature’s Classroom in Mentone, Alabama took 
place from April 22nd through April 24th and kicked off the end of the year 
overnight trips which are a unique McGinnis Woods learning opportunity for 
participating students. 4th grade students, two of their teachers and a parent 
chaperone spent three days and two nights on top of Lookout Mountain creating 
fantastic memories and having fun learning with one another. 

Those on the trip were kept busy with classes, activities, and hikes from as soon 
as breakfast was finished each day until they went to bed at night! Their camp 
counselor’s name was Ms. Lizzie, and she had planned many interesting events 
for the group. She taught the campers how to make a Burma Bridge from rope, 
and then the best part was when everyone walked across it! Ms. Lizzie also 
helped everyone make candles and discussed how people from long ago made 
and used candles in their daily life. The 

4th graders went canoeing on the river that runs near the camp and 
learned how to navigate from point A to point B without capsizing. 
They participated in many hikes and even climbed through a unique 
rock formation! 

The campers also enjoyed an “Invention Convention” where students 
worked in groups to come up with a device that could help our planet. 
This was the perfect activity for Earth Day! They also participated in a 
Science Fair where they took part in experiments along with watching 
some very cool ones!  

Another class they experienced was called the “Ultimate Challenge” 
where the students completed an activity but not in the usual way. Stu-
dents had to write with their foot which would be like how a person 
without arms would do things. Students were blindfolded and then 
guided through a course with a partner’s help. This simulated what a 
blind person would do. On the last day, the campers completed the 
Tower Climb, and this was one of the hardest activities of all! Every student attempted this challenge, and we 
all were so proud of them!  

Each night the 4th graders enjoyed a campfire with a story, 
and on the last night, they even made s’mores! Girls and 
boys were assigned to and slept in different cabins, and the 
groups bonded with bedtime stories, jokes and good laughs.  

Many thanks to Mr. Moe, Malik’s dad and McGinnis 
Woods Soccer Coach, for chaperoning on the trip along 
with the 4th grade teachers, Ms. Anne and Ms. Wendy. 



Discovery Clubs Coming to a Close  
 

Our final session of Discovery Clubs is underway, and the kids are having a blast! They 
have enjoyed cooking club with Ms. Angela, Chess with Ms. Amy, Friendship Circle with 
Ms. Francella, ceramics with Ms. Tanya and Slime Time with Ms. Abby this session.  
 

The students enjoyed making homemade pizzas, popsicles, and flavored popcorn in cook-
ing while having a blast with friends. During Slime Time, the stu-
dents learned about polymers and reactors while making fun 
themed slime such as beach slime to celebrate Spring Break and 
Earth Day slime for Earth Day! In Friendship Circle, the children 
worked on expressing their feelings and making new friends 
through games and skits. Ceramics with Ms. Tanya is always a fa-

vorite and this session the students had the opportunity to make their own creations and 
enjoyed extra time in the Art room. 
 

We have had a wonderful school year of Discovery clubs and look forward to next 
school year and all the new clubs we will offer! 

Spring Carnival 2026 

A McGinnis Woods tradition is the annual Spring Carnival. This year’s carnival was 
sprinkled with intermittent showers on Saturday, April 25th but that made very little 
difference to the carnival goers who had a fabulous time creating memories with 
friends and family! 

The carnival featured so many fun favorites including face painting, crazy hair, carni-
val games, the cake walk, an inflatable obstacle course and bouncy house, spin art, 
the meltdown and more. The carnival food 
was delicious as always and the popcorn 
and cotton candy stations never slowed 
down!  

The Scholastic Book Fair was open for 
business in the library during the fair and 
everyone who purchased a book during the 
fair was placed in a raffle for a $25 Ama-
zon gift card. The raffle winner was an-
nounced on Wednesday and Kotoko was 
the winner! 

The prize table was hopping as dot cards were exchanged for fun prizes including 
inflatable guitars, sunglasses, nerf balls, rings, headbands and other fun prizes. 

At McGinnis Woods community is important to us, so thank you for joining us at the 
Spring Carnival! 

 



Finals for 6th-8th Graders at McGinnis Woods 
 

As the school year starts to wind down, the middle school is still full steam ahead on academics! In the 
middle school, the 6-8th

 grade students take a first semester final in December and second semester final in 
May. No need to fear, these finals only count as a regular test grade, but cover much of the material for each 
term.  
 

Students use various methods to prepare for these tests, like study guides, flashcards, blookets, and good 
time management. This also helps them to prepare for larger tests that they will take once in high school.  
 

For our eighth-grade students, good grades in class may earn them an exemption for some of their May finals. 
Additionally, successful coursework completion and May finals may also help these students to earn high 
school credits in Spanish 1, Physical Science, and Algebra 1.  

Get Ready for Summer Camp 
 

We are excited to announce that our Summer Camp is just around the corner, and we 
cannot wait for all the fun ahead! Our camp is designed to keep students engaged, 
active, and inspired all summer long. 
 

Each week will feature a unique and exciting theme that brings together hands-on 
activities, creative art projects, and interactive STEM experiences. Campers will also 
enjoy a weekly field trip, giving them the opportunity to explore and make lasting 
memories with their friends. In addition to our themed activities, students can look 
forward to water play days, outdoor fun, and plenty of opportunities to build friendships 
in a safe and nurturing environment. 
 

Our Summer Camp is led by our dedicated staff who are committed to creating a fun, 
enriching, and well-structured experience for every child. Whether your child loves science experiments, arts 
and crafts, or simply staying active and social, there is something for everyone! 
 

Spots are filling quickly, so be sure to register soon to secure your child’s place for an unforgettable summer! 
Detailed information about the themes and field trips and registration forms are located on our website at 
https://www.mcginniswoods.org/special-programs/summer-camp/ 
 

 



Wildcat Fund  Donors 2025-2026 
 



Pictures from Around the School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


