
 

A Message From Ms. Mary 
 Welcome to the start of a new academic year at 

McGinnis Woods. Just a few short weeks ago, students and 

parents arrived at the Back to School Picnic laden down 

with fresh boxes of crayons, sharp pencils, new bottles of 

glue, cheery backpacks and a strong sense of anticipation 

coupled with lots of questions and hopes for the new year.  

Now when you walk through the halls, just one month 

later, you are greeted by a steady hum of excitement and 

wonder, a calm confidence on the part of students, parent s and teachers in the daily 

routines and a wonderful, warm sense of belonging. Everyone has adapted to the 

changes and unique opportunities that come with a new school year and student learning 

and progress is being made each day.  

 This issue of the McGinnis Woods Buzz is packed with interesting information 

about some of the people, classes and learning opportunities that make our school so 

unique and exceptional. It is our hope that you will take the time to read about the school 

happenings and find pride in being part of such a great community. 

 Tomorrow is the culmination of Camp High Five, the Boosterthon Fun Run. We 

hope that you will be able to join us to cheer on your runner and to shout out 

encouragement to all of the students as they run to help us reach our fundraising goal. 

This is our school’s premier fundraiser of the year. We will never call you to solicit 

pledges for an annual fund as is common in so many other private schools, so please do 

your part to make this event a success. 

 International Night is right around the corner. Please mark your calendars for 

September 24th because you will not want to miss the great food, artifacts, and fun we 

will have as we visit the featured countries of USA, Italy, Russia, Mexico and China. 

This is always an amazing way to celebrate our school’s diversity and get to know one 

another better. 

This is sure to be a fabulous year. Thanks for being a part of it! 

Ms. Mary 

  

Inspiring Students with 

the Passion to Excel 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

09/13 Fun Run 

09/18 
4th-8th Picture Day 
(Standard Uniform) 

09/20 
Boosterthon Pledges 

Due 

09/19 
1st-3rd Picture Day 
(Standard Uniform) 

09/20 
PreK-K Picture Day
(Standard Uniform) 

09/24 
International Night  

6:00-7:30 

09/26 JAM World Record Day 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

McGinnis Woods  

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to provide  
superior  academics 
through hands-on  

approaches, which foster 
self confidence and self 

esteem that inspire a  life-
long love of learning. 
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Wildcat Chat 

 The fall sports season is off to a great start!  The Wildcats 

have a lot of enthusiastic athletes ready to play hard and improve 

their game, or race time.  

Volleyball News: 

 We have 16 girls out to play volleyball this year! We 

have an A team and a B team.  Our girls are coached by Ms. Sam 

and Ms. Jenn and they have been working really hard. Our first 

match was against Faith Lutheran and we held our own!!  We 

won the first game, but lost the second and third game. The third 

game was close and could have gone either way. We will be playing matches every week through September 

and end the season with a tournament October 7th. 

Soccer News: 

 Soccer this year has 14 players which consist of boys and girls. We have a variety of skill levels includ-

ing club players and some who are learning the game. Our soccer wildcats are coached by Mrs. Heather and 

Mr. Brian Beckman. We started the season with a win against Faith Lutheran 6-0.  We have a lot of talent and 

look forward to a successful soccer season. 

Cross Country: 

 We may not have a lot of runners, but we have a lot of talent. Our Cross Country team has run three 

meets and our runners have improved each time. Madison Aber, Max Howard, and McKinley Bowles have 

participated so far this season. We will always welcome any of our middle school students to come and run 

with us. We would love to have more participation in cross country. We run in parks and on trails for our 

meets. Ms. Tara, Ms.Kammy and Coach C have been coaching the runners. 

Please come out and cheer on our Wildcats at one of our competitions! 

Chick fil-A Core Essentials 

 Core Essentials is a program that celebrates our students for exhibiting positive character traits. Each 

month several students in each class are recognized for demonstrating the trait of the month. As a reward they 

receive a coupon for a Chick fil-A kid’s meal. Our words for August and September were obedience and cour-

age. We are very proud of the students who have received  awards for these traits. 

 Honor is the word of the month for October. The definition the students will be learning is letting some-

one know you see how valuable they really are. Throughout the month, students hear the word defined, stories 

illustrating the character trait, examples of famous people who have lived out the trait, and quotes about the 

characteristic.  



PreK Grade Level Feature 

The Pre-K Program 

 The McGinnis Woods PreK program is an advanced, challenging, 

fun, and dynamic, hands on curriculum designed to prepare our students for 

success in kindergarten.  We follow the Letter People curriculum which is 

thorough and diverse and we believe it is the very best way to introduce 

letter sounds.  Our teachers take our Prek students on a trip around the 

world in Social Studies visiting each continent and learning about the peo-

ple and animals that live in each locale. During Science, our students turn into budding Scientists and conduct 

experiments.  We introduce Math concepts through hands on activities which teach the students to fully under-

stand what numbers really are and what can be done with them through patterning and other skills. We provide 

choices through daily center time to create learning environment that is catered to the student’s needs and in-

terests. The Pre-K world includes many fun field trips as well.  Our PreK team is comprised of six amazing 

teachers who are excited to work as a team and look forward to another exciting year. 

 

PreK-5 

 Ms. Lisa is originally from Port Charlotte, Florida.  She attended Florida State University and received 

a degree in International Affairs.  Ms. Lisa has been with McGinnis Woods since May of 1999 and has com-

pleted numerous early childhood courses.  This is her tenth year teaching in the elementary school.  Her hob-

bies include reading, cooking, and tennis.  She enjoys spending time with her husband, Chris, and daugh-

ters:  Madison (10) and Emerson (8).  Ms. Lisa and her family are eagerly awaiting the arrival of their third 

child in late October. 

  Ms. Tara is from Lafayette, Louisiana, but she grew up in Sandy Springs and Alpharetta.  She obtained 

her degree in Sociology from East Tennessee State University and returned to school to become a certified ele-

mentary teacher at the University of North Carolina in Wilmington.  This is her third year at McGinnis Woods 

and first year with Pre-K.  She enjoys traveling, listening to live music, visiting with friends, the beach and 

running.  

Pre-K 4B 

 Ms. Robyn is originally from Savannah, GA. She has been in Atlanta since 1985. She has a degree in 

Early Childhood Education from Ashworth College. She is currently enrolled at Grand Canyon University to 

further her education in Elementary Studies.  Her hobbies include reading, bowling and Sports "Go Braves.” 

She enjoys spending time with her husband ,Curtis, and their two children, Amber and Zeffery, who attends 

GA Tech. 

  Ms. Valorie is from Woodstock. She has three children Amy, who works at McGinnis Woods, Chris, 

who is a sophomore at Kennesaw State University and Zachary, a sophomore in high school. Ms. Valorie 

earned her CDA in 2011. Her hobbies include reading and being outdoors. She loves to spend time with her 

husband Ryan, her children and three Chihuahuas.  

Pre-K 4A 

 Ms. Stacey is originally from Dayton, Ohio.  She attended Ohio University and earned a degree in 

Communications and a minor in Journalism.  She has been a teacher at McGinnis Woods for the past four 

years.  She loves spending time with her family which includes husband, Kamran, son, Ari (14) and daughter, 

Elanna (10). She enjoys the beach and thinks Six Flags is pretty fun, too. 

 Ms. Hiral is originally from California.  She attended California State University Fullerton where she 

earned a degree in Education.  She has been teaching at McGinnis for the past three years.  She has been work-

ing with children for the past eight years. She loves spending time with her husband and her beautiful son, 

Dylan (11mos). 

 Our PreK Team strives to provide our students with not only the best PreK program around but miles 

of smiles each day, too! If you have not seen this team in action, stop by sometime to see how amazing our 

PreK program really is. 



                
 

NOOKS Arrive at McGinnis Woods 

 NOOK e-readers have made a big 

splash at McGinnis Woods and have landed in 

our school media center.  At the beginning of 

last school year, Simple Touch NOOKS were 

purchased for students in 4th thru 8th grades 

with a PA sponsored grant.  Later in the 

school year, 3rd grade students were invited to 

begin checking out e-readers. Due to over-

whelming requests and wait lists, three addi-

tional NOOKS were purchased for the current 

school year. It was a wonderful thing to wit-

ness the excitement and buzz they created.  

 The buzz was not limited to only our voracious readers- students who are sometimes reluctant to check 

out books were also willing to give the NOOKS a chance.  With e-readers students are able to customize their 

reading experience.  They also offer students the opportunity to search within a book for keywords or look up 

definitions. Students are even able to highlight words or passages within the book.  

 McGinnis Woods is dedicated to promoting reading and developing lifelong reading habits with our 

students. We are thrilled to provide our students with technology that inspires them to excel in reading!                                     

               Drama Club Presents: Annie Junior 

 
 Aladdin Jr. was an amazing experience for our Drama club students last 

year.  The students auditioned for the show and worked hard every Friday to 

make this production a success. Each year our program has grown. Drama start-

ed in a McGinnis Woods classroom and has now moved to a large scale produc-

tion including props, costumes, and lights, at a black box theatre. Our pro-

gram  inspires kids to have confidence in all areas of their life. We believe Dra-

ma teaches discipline, self-

confidence, and responsibility all 

while having fun. This year we 

are so proud to announce we will 

present ANNIE JR. April 11th-

13th at the Dancing Goat Theatre 

in Johns Creek. Tickets will go 

on sale in March. Ms. Xylina 

says, "It is my pleasure every 

year to continue to create opportunities for my students to 

show off their talents. It’s a dream come true to have watched 

this program grow over the past few years. I’m honored to 

teach and  direct Annie Jr. this year!”                                     



AdvancEd Parent Survey 

 McGinnis Woods is a SACS accredited school. We are engaged in an ongoing continuous 

improvement process, of which all stakeholders are an integral part. This year we are using the 

newly available AdvancEd Parent, staff and student surveys to elicit opinions and to help target 

areas for the school to improve and areas to continue in order to be most effective. The Parent 

Survey, we will sent out via link on October 1st will include five sections, which represent the 

five AdvancEd Standards for Quality Schools and provide a means for learning about parent ex-

pectations of a high-quality school. 

 Please be looking for the information on how to access the survey on October 1st. Your co-

operation and support in completing the parent survey will be greatly appreciated. Staff and stu-

dents will be provided time to access the survey in the computer lab at school. 

TreeTop Quest 

 Our 5th-8th Grade enjoyed a great trip to Gwinnet Environ-

mental and Heritage Center’s TreeTop Quest. TreeTop Quest incor-

porates ropes courses and zip lines for both adventure and team-

work for groups. Students were given instructions on how to use all 

equipment before entering the practice course. Once students grad-

uated to the real courses, the fun really began! Many of our more 

daring students quickly moved through the easier courses on to 

those that were more challenging; others enjoyed the slightly easier courses. The main reason for 

choosing this trip was to give all of our middle grades students a chance to work as a team and de-

velop teambuilding skills. Throughout the trip students not only helped one another, but encour-

aged one another. Students helped each other with use of the equipment and tips on how to handle 

different obstacles. Students also encouraged others students to try harder courses or just try ob-

stacles that were personal challenges. The middle grades team teachers were proud of how well 

the students worked together and hope they will continue to use this skills in class, on teams and 

in life.  

Science Club 

 Discovery Clubs began the week of September 9th, 

and Science Club was ready to get their hands dirty!  We did 

some work in our school garden by weeding and planting 

some new seeds.  Pea seeds were placed in one of the garden 

beds.  We also harvested some of the vegetables still growing 

from the spring!  We had some basil, tomatoes, and peppers.  

Our scientists also planted some seeds in their very own ter-

rariums, too.  Science is fun, especially when we get a little 

dirty or messy! 



Preschool Corner 

 Welcome to the new school year at McGinnis Woods Country Day School Preschool.  

Our preschool is open year round, but in August the majority of our students transition to new 

classrooms. In the preschool we base our curriculum on the Creative Curriculum model.  We 

emphasize learning our ABC's, numbers, colors, and shapes, but we also are learning so much 

more about the world around us. 

 Some of the themes we have learned about so far have been: 

Back to School: where the children learned about classroom duties and school procedures and 

rules.  The children also had fun welcoming and making new friends. 

 Transportation: the children studied different forms of transportation which included, cars, 

buses, taxi cars, airplanes, helicopters, hot air balloons, boats, submarines, jet skis, and bicy-

cles! Each child had a favorite mode of transportation and we built new vocabulary each day too! 

 Nursery Rhymes: the children learned about rhyming words, memorization of rhymes, and repetition of words and 

sounds. 

 Labor Day and Work: the children discovered interesting facts about different occupations and also learned about being 

safe while at work. 

 McGinnis Woods also offers exciting special activities for the preschool and pre-k children weekly during the 

school day! These programs provide the children with excellent opportunities to develop skills, keep active and learn 

sports for life. Some of the unique programs you may choose to take advantage of are: 

 Ankle Biters Tennis is for ages 2 and up with Coach Shaun. Children learn how to hold a racket, strike a ball and the ba-

sics of tennis.  

Ballet or Ballet and Tap is for ages 2 and up with Ms. Kim of Creative Movement.   

Happy Feet Soccer is for children 18 months and older. Children learn basic ball handling skills and how to play the game 

of soccer. 

Playball is for ages 2 and up. Children learn a variety of skills needed for sports activities which focus on fitness and 

health with Coach Justin.  

Tumble Time Bus is for ages 2 and up. This is a miniature gymnastics program taught by Mr. Paul and Ms. Lydia and 

takes place inside of a converted bus. 

 We have made an addition to our staff, Ms. Christine has joined us in the 3TB classroom.  Christine has her CDA 

and many years of experience in preschool classrooms. Stop in and give her a warm McGinnis Woods welcome when you 

have the chance. 

  We are looking forward to continued adventures in the Preschool as we help our little ones learn and grow! 

 New Discovery Club Sessions Begin 

 Our first teacher-led discovery club session of the 2013-14 school year started the week of September 9th.  This 

session will end the week of October 14.  Featured this session are Ms. Wendy’s Super Science, Ms. Tanya’s  cooking up  

some fun, Ms. Ruth’s leading Jr. Robotics, Ms. Robyn’s coaching cheerleading, Mr. T as our chess master and Ms. Xylina 

is leading our Drama classes as the kids prepare for our spring production. Ms Deborah leads our morning Band club by 

providing music to our ears. 

 The First Lego League Mindstorm Robotics team, for students over 9 years old, meets on Tuesdays and Wednes-

days with Mr. Steve and Ms. Lyndsey. They will compete later in the year against other schools with the robots that they 

will build and program.  

 Ms. Sonia has a new club, called the Nature Club that will go on the trail, scavenger hunts, and do some art with 

nature.  The Science Club picture shows the students in the garden where they harvested some tomatoes, basil and peppers 

and planted green peas.  We hope to see some of the garden vegetables on the salad bar soon! 



PA Update 

 We would like to welcome back all of our returning families and extend a heartfelt wel-

come to our new families. The McGinnis Woods PA is a wonderful association of involved par-

ents who work to enrich the life of our students and teachers.  For the Parent Association to be 

effective and truly representative of the school, everyone's participation is essential.  Whether you 

have 30 minutes or a few hours, we need your help.  We want everyone to feel that they are a part 

of the McGinnis Woods community.  Your ideas, time and talents are truly needed.  By volunteer-

ing, you will enjoy interacting with students, meet other parents and make a difference in your 

child's education.  Getting involved in the school shows your child you care. 

 We are in the midst of our major fundraiser for the school year, Boosterthon Fun Run, so 

stay tuned to see what we were able to raise.  The proceeds from the Boosterthon Fun Run will go 

towards purchasing new tablet and teacher grants.  A teacher grant is an opportunity for teachers to 

request funds to be used for specific classroom needs. 

 Please try and stop by the outdoor classroom and see the additions and updates that were 

done over the summer.  We have also purchased new lighting and updated the broadcast system. 

 Last week the PA board sponsored the first of four Teacher Appreciation Luncheons that are held throughout the year.  This is 

an event that all of the teacher love.  The theme for the next luncheon is "Tailgating" and it will take place in November.  We know 

that the teachers are looking forward to that one as well! 

 Fall Festival Baskets are coming up.  For those that are new to the school, each class is given a theme to create a fabulous 

basket to be raffled off at the Fall Festival on October 26th.  We have some new themes for this year’s baskets, as well as some old 

favorites, and we think that there will be a little something for everyone.   

 We are excited and looking forward to a successful year and have many exciting events planned.  We hope to have your sup-

port as we work diligently together to make this another super school year.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact 

the PA at pa@mcginniswoods.org.  We would love to hear from you. 

2013-2014 Parent Association 

 

Jaclyn Anderson – Room Rep Coordinator                 Jessica Marro – Square 1 Art 

Chris Beisner – Fun Run Coordinator                        Rebecca Maume – Scene on the Green   

Michelle Brooks – Preschool/Admin. Director            Tracy McCusker – Teacher Appreciation 

Wendy Burkett – Secretary                                       Pam Pye – Fall Fesitval/Spring BBQ  

Judy Campbell – Holiday Shoppe                              LaDonna Scott - President 

Kesha Darji                                                            John Marasco 

Jacki Freeman – Charity         

Jennifer Goldman – Spaghetti Dinner/Fall Festival 

Jason Harper – Preschool Liaison 

Felicia Houston – Treasurer 

Mary Johnson – Principal  

Elysia Gallivan – Vice President/Valentine's Dance 

Coming Soon: Beta Club, Student Council and Safety Patrol 

  

 Student report cards will be looked at for many reasons at the end of first quarter. For students in grades 5-8, their progress 

will determine whether or not they are eligible to participate in several different clubs.  

 Fifth through eighth graders with all A’s or all A’s and one B and good grades in the behavior section of the report card will 

be able to join Jr. Beta Club, a national service organization and run for Student Council office. Students in grades 4-8 with good 

grades in the behavior section of their report card will be able to join Safety Patrol. Each club is an honor to be a part of and hopefully 

students will take advantage of these wonderful opportunities which develop leadership skills and independence. 

mailto:pa@mcginniswoods.org


Camp High Five comes to McGinnis 

Woods 

 The Boosterthon Fun Run Team has joined McGinnis Woods and 

is leading us in Camp High Five, a wonderfully designed program which 

focuses on building character, physical education, and leadership in our 

students while helping our school reach fundraising goals. The high ener-

gy, interactive program is lead by Chuck Friendly, the Camp High Five 

reporter who connects with our students throughout the entire program re-

motely along with our onsite booster team. 

 The students have been learning about shouting out encouragement, embracing differences while re-

specting others, and they have also been encouraged to come up with a cabin caper. What is that you might ask? 

Well it is explained in the book, Camp High Five and the Great Cabin Caper by Robert Walker, which was pre-

sented to each of our classrooms last Friday by the Booster Team.  

        A Cabin Caper is an encouraging trick, 

             It’s for anyone you want, so close your eyes and pick!                  

     The goal is to surprise, make others feel special, 

     Wow them to the extreme; make them revel. 

     A good Cabin Caper puts smiles on faces, 

     Super cool favors in regular places. 

     You can leave a nice note, or clean a messy room,  

     Just be quiet, don’t get caught: scamper and zoom!                

     Sure, you can try one alone—a solo snoop, 

     But it’s much, much more fun snooping in a group. 

     Here’s to Cabin Capers, giant acts of kindness. 

            Evidence of friendship, kids at their finest! 
 We are so appreciative of our students who are securing pledges per lap for the Fun Run tomorrow Fri-

day, September 13th. We hope that you will join us and cheer on our runners during your student’s run. We are 

raising funds to continue to enhance the programs here at McGinnis Woods. These funds will be used toward 

technology purchases, teacher grants and other items which help our students excel but are not covered by our 

tuition. Thanks for doing your part to make this event a success! 

 

Lego Robotics 

 A new season of Lego Robotics is beginning at McGinnis Woods Country Day 

School and excitement abounds. The Robotics afterschool and elective programs teach ro-

bot building, programming and robot performance using Lego parts and a table of robot 

missions sponsored by the First Lego League (FLL). The missions have just arrived from 

FLL headquarters. The FLL is a worldwide robotics program for 9 to 14 year olds which is 

designed to get children excited about science and technology -- and teach them valuable employment and life skills. - See 

more at: http://www.firstlegoleague.org/. We will be busily preparing for the 2013 FLL area robotics competition to be 

held in early November. The theme for this year is “Nature’s Fury” – helping people cope with and survive natural disas-

ters. Robot missions include getting people and pets together in safe zones, bringing supplies to victims of natural disasters 

and preventing flood damage. Later in the school year we will be building and programming sumo wrestling robots for 

another competition, the Forsyth Sumo Challenge. Sumo Robots are placed in a ring and try to force their opponents out of 

the ring before they are force out. Sumobots is highly competitive and loads of fun!  

http://www.firstlegoleague.org/


Welcome New Staff 

 Each year McGinnis Woods adds new members to 

its excellent staff. We are very excited about the enthusi-

asm, knowledge, and expertise that these staff members 

bring to our program. 

 Cynthia Croom is in charge of our Physical Educa-

tion programs at McGinnis Woods. She is a seasoned edu-

cator who has worked at other independent schools and run 

numerous sports programs. She teaches all of the PE clas-

ses and runs our competitive sports program which in-

cludes coordinating the schedules, arranging transporta-

tion, and recruiting coaches. She has done a fine job con-

tinuing the programs which Coach Fairbanks established at 

McGinnis Woods during his tenure while adding her own 

flair. 

 Bryan Sellers is the middle grades science educator. He has joined us with a strong background in pri-

vate and public school experience. He is passionate about science and is raising the already high academic bar 

for our students in 5-8th grades with his hands on lessons and use of interactive technology. 

 Megan Vette joined McGinnis Woods as an assistant teacher in the 2nd grade. She has worked as a do-

cent and student instructor at Atlanta History Center for a number of years. 

 Kyra Ingram recently graduated from West Georgia with her education degree and certification. She is 

doing a great job as a kindergarten assistant in the Tigers. 

 Griffin Driscoll is a floater at McGinnis Woods. He works in different classrooms depending on the 

needs of the school. Griffin has worked at McGinnis Woods in our Summer Camp program for years. The stu-

dents love his enthusiasm and fun loving personality. Griffin recently graduated from Valdosta State University. 

 Chris Williams is currently a sophomore at Kennesaw State University. Chris has worked in our Summer 

Camp program for a number of years and enjoys encouraging the students to do their best and treat others with 

kindness. He joins us on Tuesdays and Thursdays and fills in where needed. 

 It takes a wonderful team of dedicated educators to keep our very active school running smoothly and 

with excellence. If you have not met these new staff members, please do so today! 

Flat Stanley is on the Road Again! 

 The second grade is participating in the international literacy project based on the book 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown. In this story, Stanley is squashed flat by a falling bulletin board. 

One of the many advantages to his becoming flat is that Stanley can now visit his friends by 

traveling around in an envelope. This creative project was created by a group of teachers who 

wanted to provide children with another reason to write and enrich their map and geography 

skills. 

Our second graders heard the story about Stanley during the first week of school. Since that 

time, they have created two of their own versions of Stanley: one to mail to a family member or a friend and one 

to mail to someone famous!!! The idea is that Stanley will spend a week with recipients learning about where 

they live and special things about their state or country. Recipients will also journal about the adventures that 

Stanley has while visiting them. After a week is over, the recipient sends Stanley back to our second graders at 

school accompanied by pictures and small tokens of his visit to their state or country! Finally, we will chart 

Stanley’s travels on a map in our room.  

 The children are so excited about this project and super motivated to learn about other states and coun-

tries through Stanley’s travels. They are eagerly awaiting his return to McGinnis Woods! 



Where They Are Now… 

 Last year five students graduated from McGinnis Woods. Those students are ad-

justing to their local high schools. One of our former students is Courtney Stuart, a ninth 

grader at Alpharetta High School. Courtney has fit right in with her new Cross Country 

Team and is also continuing her pole vaulting training with Coach Fairbanks. 

 This past summer Courtney and another former student, Christopher Lee qualified 

to compete at the USATF National Junior 

Olympics in Greensboro, North Carolina on Ju-

ly 24, 2013. Both of the students had excellent 

showings. Christopher placed 13th in his age 

group and Courtney placed 21st. Both of these 

athletes began to pole vault during their years at McGinnis Woods. We 

are so proud of their accomplishments and wish them the best as they 

continue to hone their pole vaulting skills. 

Summer Camp Fun at McGinnis 

Woods 

 This summer we had over 100 campers join us for 1 or more 

weeks at our McGinnis Woods Summer Spectacular. The campers 

experienced an amazing time filled with lots of fun, field trips, 

friends and learning opportunities. Campers explored many unique 

themes and enjoyed visiting the animals and creating cool art at the 

Art Barn, tubing on the Chattahoochee, horseback riding at Sunny 

Farms and jumping at Monkey Joes. Daily water activities kept eve-

ryone cool, refreshed and energized! In addition, our counselors ran 

many Specialty Camps, mini camps which explore a fun topic, in-

cluding cooking, swimming, golf, robotics and educational boot camps. Plan on having your camper join us next 

summer for great summertime fun! 

Third Graders Learn About the Rock Cycle 

  

 The third graders recently kicked off a unit about rocks and minerals by 

introducing their classmates to their pet rocks.  Students are enjoying exploring 

basic geology through their study of rocks and minerals.  During this unit students 

make their own pet rocks to learn about the rock cycle.  Over the course of the unit 

students will identify and categorize their rocks as igneous, sedimentary or meta-

morphic; create a rock family tree and even take their rock on a weekend adven-

ture.  What a great way to learn about rocks!! 



Summer Accomplishments 

 

 Kameron Scott, 5th grader, participated in the USA Track & Field Junior Olym-

pics National Championships this summer.  The Junior Olympics took place on the 

campus of NCA&T State University.  Kameron competed in the shot put with 51 other 

9 and 10 year olds and finished in the top 20 percent in the nation. 

 

International Night 

 International Night will take place on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 24th from 6:00-7:30 pm.  This annual event is a great 

time to learn about different countries through food, fashion, 

activities, music, and more.  It is also a great time to social-

ize with fellow students and families.  Mexico, Russia, Aus-

tralia, Greece, U.S.A., and China are the selected countries 

for this year, and the classes are busily preparing displays 

and decorations.  Be sure to get your tickets!  You do not 

want to miss this educational and fun learning experience! 

A special thank you to the Green Brothers for donating mulch to our 

outdoor classroom! 
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